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Taking the ESP out of understanding FSC CoC certification and labeling:

If it seems like you need to have ESP (Extra Sensory Perception) to understand the FSC (Forest Stewardship Council) CoC (Chain of Custody) certification, you are not alone. Understanding FSC CoC certification and how it applies to your business can be very confusing. Therefore, we at Verso Paper, using ourselves as examples, will try to demystify the issues by giving you the 411 on FSC CoC certifications, including associated labeling options.
FSC Chain of Custody (CoC)

The FSC has developed a set of forest management standards to help promote responsible forestry management practiced on FSC-certified land.  CoC standards were also established to connect the FSC-certified land to the products produced with this wood fiber.  The CoC also has standards for wood fiber inputs that are not FSC-certified such as post consumer waste (PCW) and controlled wood (defined later).  

By the end of 2007 Verso will have multi-site certification to the “FSC-STD-40-004 V1-0 EN Chain of custody for companies supplying and manufacturing FSC-certified products” standard.  Additionally, Verso’s finished products will qualify to be grouped into one of the following categories depending upon the type of fiber used to make the product:

1. FSC Mixed Sources

2. FSC Mixed Sources with Recycle

3. Controlled Wood 

FSC Mixed Sources Labeling Opportunities
An FSC-certified CoC must exist through the entire supply chain in order to label a product.  For instance, to place an FSC Mixed Sources label on a catalog or magazine, FSC CoC is required with the paper manufacturer, the merchant/broker (unless sold direct from mill to end-user), and the printer.  
Here is what Verso Paper is doing in order to obtain FSC CoC certification. Our mills are creating a third party certified system that is capable of tracking inputs, applying conversions, and tracking outputs, sales and labeling.

After meeting the FSC CoC requirements, the amount of paper a mill can sell with an FSC Mixed Sources label is directly proportional to the amount of FSC-certified fiber purchased (after converting as-purchased-fiber units to as-sold paper ton equivalents).  FSC credits are banked to a credit account and may be used in batches of paper sold anytime within a 12 month period after establishing them.

The system is designed to create FSC credits, through the purchase of FSC-certified fiber, and use them as FSC Mixed Sources when sales occur.  Since segregating certified and non-certified fiber is not always practical, some paper produced using FSC credits may not physically contain any FSC-certified fiber.

In terms of minimum FSC fiber content, the definition provided by an FSC source is as follows:  

“The FSC Mixed Sources label means that when the manufacturer is running a batch of paper, at least 10% of the pulp must be from FSC-certified credits which are acquired from purchasing FSC-certified fiber.  Then, of the resulting batch of paper, 10% of that paper gets to be labeled and sold as FSC-certified; the remaining 90% does not.  The 10% minimum does not necessarily apply to the entire mill’s fiber source.  It may be applied to a portion the mill’s output, as defined by the manufacturer.  

FSC Mixed Sources with Recycle Labeling Opportunities
The same logic applies to this group as described in the FSC Mixed Sources explanation, except this group has a component of PCW. 
PCW has the 
same FSC credit value as fiber sourced from FSC-certified land, once 
the 10% FSC-certified fiber threshold is met.  

FSC Controlled Wood Guarantee

Fiber that is not PCW and not FSC-certified fiber, must meet the Controlled Wood Standard,               in order to meet FSC Chain of Custody requirements. This means that no wood can be used from these five categories:  illegally harvested wood; wood harvested in violation of traditional and civil rights; wood harvested in forests in which high conservation values are threatened by management activities; wood harvested in forests being converted from natural and semi natural forests to plantations or non-forest use; and wood from forests in which genetically modified trees are planted.  This assures that at a minimum all other fiber (not FSC-certified or PCW) meets the FSC Controlled Wood Standard. Since there is no fiber from FSC-certified land or PCW in this group, FSC does not permit a label to be placed on products manufactured to this standard; however, since it does meet rigorous environmental standards, this guarantee can be stated on the customer invoice as meeting the FSC Controlled Wood Standard. 
Still have questions?  Contact Monica Garvey Sustainability Manager, Verso Paper. 901-419-7369.
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